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I Hattheus, Josephus, Marla van Langen,,also known as Swami

Deva Sxddhartha, belng duly sworn, do depose and say as

follows- i )
I vas born in 1934 1n Amsterdam. After my baslc school period

I went to the roman
I decelded

cathollc hlgh school in Drlehuls Yelsen,

where to study Phllosophy ana Theology. After

I was ordlnated as a roman catholic priest

-

24 aug., 1959 1n the congregatlon of the Mlssxonarles of the

Sséréd'ﬂe&rf {H S C. ) (MlSSlonar11 Sacrat1551m1 Cordis Jesu).

‘After that I studled two years Pnstoral Psychology in the

theolog1an faculty of the M. S C

- For flve years I worked as a chaplazn in the St. Joseph Church
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- agree with the official™Roman’

‘. grisis with the roman catholic chirch.

1n Slttard. At the same tlme I was worklng as a rel1g1ous tezc
Then I was asked

of the

in the Catholxc Soclal Academy in Slttard.
as re11g1ous leader of the Nov1clate of the monastery
fathers MSC

teachxng of new prlests.

in Brummen and Steln. I was responsable for the.

I was asked as Moderator on the

' m°ﬂastery—school in Velsen and worked there four years.

“-After that period I was a priest for younger people.

“1n that period 1 felt the crisis of ihe:youngef christian boys

iﬁd-girlé,'ﬁecausé they were very religious, but they could =
Catholic ' Church. So also for

* “myself ‘I ‘came more and more in a religious crisis. After a fe

years of a crisis I asked the Pope, Paul VI to give me the pe:
mission to stop my priesthood, because I was in a deep religi

"I was an exception {

thet reason, because most of the ex-priests could get permiss
only, because they wanted to marry. My motivation was the rel
gibus crlsls. After a 1onger tlme the Pope gave me the permls
In that time I studled books of Khrisnemurti, Aurobindo and
other Eastern Religious Masters. When I saw a book of Bhagwan
Shree ?gjneesh, called The Musterdseed, it was a complete

eye-opener. I felt that this vision on Jesus was what I was

alvh&s looking for during my theologian studies. I could see

more and more that my relipious crisis was a crisis that
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Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh is desciibing as going from false religiou
insights to true religion., The more I studied the Ryjneesh visiorn on
-~ Jesus, Bible ete, the more I was impressed about the real spiri-
tual truth, written by this Eastern Master. Then in 1978 I deceided
to be a sannyasin of Bhagwan Shree RAJNNEESH ,The more I came in
contact w1th the teachlngs of Bhagwan Shree Ragneesh the more I sa
that th1s v1s1on on re11g1on was the fulflllment of my spiritual
searchlng durlng my whole llfe. And I' -could see 1t also with other
people._ln that per1od I _was worklng as & staff member in a cathsli
educntlonal center for adults in Zeegse (Dr ) I leaded some weekend
for people who were 1nterested in new rellglous movements and 1 saw
how many people from cathollc and protestant churches vwere open for
the teachlngs and medltat1ons of Bhagwan Shree RaJneesh
The Dutch Edltor ‘Arcanum asked me to wrlte a book about my proces of
belng a prlest to sanny351n of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, So I wrote th
book "Van Rome naar Poona" {ed. Arcanum 1981, Amsterdam).
In the reviauws of some ‘catholic magaz1nes thls book was described
as & new splritual &utoblography" (chrlstlan b1b110theque revieuv),
The reactlons I get from all kind of people are pearly almost
p051t1ve about Bhagwan Shree RaJneesh as an 1mportant religious Mzsti
for the future. People tell me how they see him as a new Jesus
Chrlst of thxs age.' )
I llved in a neo RaJneesh Commune 1n Soest and I felt how this way o:
11v1ng together in love and peace wlth each other, sharing all the
. money etc. , is what I was always looking for during my priesthoo?.
oo, S0 1 can. see that this R,jneesh Religion.is the :fulfillment of thst
.. ¥hich I could not. find longer in my catholic monastery and priest-
hood-period. Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh is for me one of the biggest
spiritual Masters after Jesus Christ.: ;| . i
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The above is within my knowledge and belief, and if called upon I
; would competently testify thereto.
Seen for legalization of‘the

signature of mister Mattheus ° Mﬁtthéus Josbphus Maria van ﬁange

Josephus Maria van Langen,li-
ving at Rolde, the Netherlands,ven Blankenheimla

by me’ Mr. Hendrik Broekema, ggia
notary public, practising at
Gronin n the Netherlands, on this hb

h day of july rineteen-
t:;iZ?§




