Salern, Oregon 97301

15 July 1983

To Whom It May Concern;

This is a letter in support of the application of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh
for permanent residence status in the U.S. There are perhaps no other
religious leaders in the world with his remarkable qualities. He has pro-
duced over 350 boocks, has a worldwide following of 300,000 pe ople, has
attracted to his teachings some of the best educated minds of Western
Europe and the U.S., and has inspired his followers to create a remarkable
*City in the Wilderness" at Rajneeshpuram, Oregon.

I am a Professor of Political Science at Willamette University, where I

have taught for the past 27 years. My interest in Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh
and his followers started over a year ago when I had an opportunity to
observe some of the political negotiations of his group with representatives
of the Antelope, Or. area. I have subsequently been following the legal

and political issues involved with the Rajneeshee activities in my home
state. In addition, I have visited Rajneeshpuram several times and read

a great deal of Rajneesh literature.

It is the inspiration of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh that has brought this ex-
.cepticnal group of individuals together to create a religious commune and
a city in the semi-desert of Central Oregon. I have never seen a more
dedicated, effective, intelligent and inspired group of people accomplisn
so much in so brief a period of time. Their efficiency has, in part, ied
to local opposition. The new religion has also generated an unusually
vitrblic prejudice against them, essentially from the most fundamentalist
religious circles. I know the anti-Rajneesh spokespersons have brought
pressure on the I.N.S. to deny Bhagwan a permanent status in the U.S. I
hope that the I.N.S. will not be influenced by this bigoted campaign.

I am not a follower of Bhagwan. I am an admirer of his teachings, of his
vision which his followers are carrying out, and of the achievements his
people have made in Oregon. He is obviously one of the world's most
excepticnal men. I have no reservaticns concerning his contribution to
American life, and urge that he be encouraged to continue to live in the
U.S. and carry his work to its fulfillment.

Sincerely,

7L

T. L. Shay, Yrofessor
Political Héience Department
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