July 18, 1983

34 Sais Avenue
San Ansefmo, Ca. 94960

TO WHOM 1T MAY CONCERN

1 feel I can add a unique pernspeciive to your Lnvestigation
Anto the work of Bhagwan Shree Rafjneesh. 1 have a
Bachelor's Deghee Ain Arnchitecture from the Univensity of
California at Berkeley, where my mafor areasd o4
concentration were urban planning and the sociology of
envinonmental design. 1 joined a Large San Franedlsco
arnchtectural §irm in onder to gain a practical background,
and stayed with them forn more than a year. 1 eventually
decuded to take my interest a step furnthern, and thus
embarked on a study toun which included such diveirse
negions as Eunrope, the MiddLe East, India, Southeast Asda,
and Japan. 1In each area 1 studied the internelatlonship
04§ the Local culture, socdetal structure, indigenous
architecture and community design.

This was not undentaken as coursework Leading fo a highen
degrnee, but as a Laborn o4 Love. Even as a small child
ﬁnowing up 4in New York City, 1 had been fascinated by
umanity's greai potential to Live Ain harmony wiih the
envinonment and with each other, and at the same ftime,
by oun glaring Ainability to Zake even the §inst feeble
steps in that direction. As a student I began to study
altennative visdions and the communities which ghew up
around them. More and more, 1 began Zo see that egocentnrdic
human failings wene the rootcause of the failure of these
communities Lo grow and prospen.

Then, almost seven yearns ago, a new perspective was added

when 1 was introduced fo meditation at a counse gdven 4Ln

the anchitecture depaniment at U,C.L.A. This counse was
specifically designed to aliten the often myopic vision

of modenn designens and plannerns. Hene, for the {finst time,
the emphasis switched §rom planning for immediate and matendial
results and gains, £o a Ztransformation based on a broader,
more encompassing vidion.

ALthough the concept is difficult to grasp, Lt was the only
one which made any sense to me. So agadin, I began my own
neseanch., 1 visited Tibetan camps and spoke with Japanese
monks. 1 stayed at "new-age" communes in Californian cdiies
and nemote hamlets. VYet everywhere 1 went 1 was saddened
by the incompleteness of thein vision. Some communities
wenre 80 nrepressive they became deadening. Ofthens wenre 40
prejudiced on Lnsularn that they cut off the society at
Lange and thus sounded their own death knell.
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Just as 1 began to feel totally discouraged, a friend
dnvited me to visit the Rajneesh community. There, foxr
the finst time, 1 found a Living, thriving synthesis of
all that 1 had searched foxr.

Bhagwan Shree Rajfneesh amazed me. His vision was complete,
and every word he spoke nang true. This one Living man
encompassed all of the truths that 1 had only glimpsed 4in
books, in Zeachers, in communifties.

Yet Bhagwan was nof just a man with a visdion. This community
has grown and grown Lnto a neality that rneflects the
absolute truth of what he has spoken. Fon ten yeans, he
spoke every day, elucidating his visdion Zo his disciples
(sannyasins). Now, Lin the State of Oregon, here in America,
that vision is becoming a concrete reality and now thenre is
no Longer a need for Bhagwan Lo spell out his visdon; it

has been transcribed and collected in overn three hundred
books. tHe can give spirnditual gudidance L4 needed, but the
majority of his sannyasins are already Living his visdion,
and the phenomenal growth of the City of Rafneeshpurnam is
the matenial proog.

The sannyasin community 44 unfike any othen 1 have evexn
visited on studied. In Rajneeshpuram, the usual trade-of4s
do not exist; ie. between the secular and the spinitual,

on between community £ife and the "outside world". 1In most
aliernative communities, the memberns entern Ainto some kind
of self-imposed bondage, -be if material, emotional oxr
spindtual, in orden to succeed. Joy and harmony anre the
key wonrds. '

Duning my visit 1 have witnessed an incrediblfe joyousness
which sunnounds even the most tedious work, and 1 have
seen a modean cdty growing Ain harmony with the Land that
sdupports Lx.

Even the casual visitor will nemark on the harmonious way
An which the complex system of communal £ife 4s handled
thene. 1t 4is not, of cournse, efforntless, but the effort
springs from the desire Lo see Bhagwan's visdion take form
while he it stilL alive. His silent presence, alone, brings
togethen all the divernse elements needed fo make Zhe dream

a reality.

Thernefone, Lt i8 my opinion, Zhat Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh,
and the community grcwing out of Love for him, axre a
welcome addition to this country, and should be given all
possible assistance in nealizing thein goals.

Sincenely,
AN Troa é&ﬁUﬂJx_,
Ma Deva Sag&na



