July 23, 1983

P.0. Box 10,
Rafneeshpuram,
OR 97741

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN

My field is environmental science and Land use planning;
and 1 am {amiliar with the Land development program ai
Rajneeshpuram, which, inspired by Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh,
L5 being cannied out by His disciples.

11 48 my feeling that This program is making an important
contribution to Land use practices and the field of planning
Ain this country.

My qualifications are as follows:

I have a Ph.D. 4in Urban Studies, a Masterns Degree in
PLanning - Urban Ecology, and a Bachelor of Arnchitectune
degree, ALL.degrees wenre earned at the Univernsity of
Southern Celifornia.

1 have been an Assistant Professon of Unban and Regicnal
PLanning in the College of Envinonmental Design at the
Undivensity of Colorado in Denver.

I have worked as a plannern in Local goveanment for severnal
yeans. My wonrk focused on developing Linnovative methods
§on Aimproving Land use practices. 1 presented much of my
work in a papern at the Hanrvarnd Computern Graphics Conference
An the summen of 1982,

As an Envinonmental Scientist, 1 was Ammediately impressed
with Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh when I finsit came in contact
with His neligious teachings. He offered an approach fonr
man to Live in harmony with natunre, through an integration
0f technology, and modenrn development practices -- all
within a context of spirdtual growth.

When 1 §inst nead nepornts from Rajneeshpuram on its development,
1 thought to myself that "this is what planners talk about, can
4% be that someone L8 actually doing L£?"

1 have found the development at Rajneeshpuram Zo be a practical
application of the teachings of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh, as well

as an approach to solving the Land use problems which gace
this country. '
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Through His presence in Rajfneeshpuram -- greefing disciples
on His dnive each day, Linvolvement in neligious celebrations,
etc.-- he senves as the contlnudng Ansplration for the growth
of the community. HALs presence senves sevenal imporntant and
necessary junctions. 11X neminds disciples of His Zeachings
upon which the community is based and serves as encouragement
to them. They are reminded of Zhe vision of man Living 4n
hanmony with naturne and one another.

As a Land use plannen, with yeans of experdlence, 1 came Zo
appreciate that the type of community which planners talk
about requines inspination Like that provided by Bhagwan
Shnree Rajneesh. What {5 missing from othen effornts s ZLhe
s04tness and Love between people which {48 represented by
the silence which He inspines.

Swami Deva Navino
(a.k.a. Gary David Schalman)



