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To whom it mey concern,

The undersigned has for the past nine years resezarched

'new religious movements' as they have bden called within

the scientific study of religion. As research assistant at the

Department of the History of Religions, Uppsala University,

the undersigned haos conducted interviews with nembers of the

Bhagwan Rajneesh Movement, studied their literature, read many of
- the books writen by Bhagwan Rajneesh, and cbserved center activit:r

as part of a three-yszar projcect funded by the Swedish governnent.

In addition, as member of the British Sociology of Religziocn Siudy
Croup, the undersigned has attended numerous conferences =around
the world including the Jorld Congress of Sociolosy in llexico

. City last summer, vhere our group discucsed the 'new religions!
in an international cocntext.

In view of what we Imow of the meny alternative religiosus grouns
being founded in the Vest, the Bhagwan Shri Rajneesh Iovement is
indeed one of the largzest and most ranidly exvanding grorvyp with
the widest field of therapy related programs avoilable today,.

As an 'Indian Guru' Rajneesh has been criticized by the arnti-cult
organizations and nmembers by wearing red clothing and & 'rale
have been identificd in many countries as ‘cultistst,

However, after a serious study of the movenent, a knowledse of
religious history and mysticism, a respect for human cevecloorent
in psychology, and an extensive experience of similar prouvns,
the undersigned would like to state that the person of Thagwan
Rajneesh as reflected in his centers throughout the world and

in his literature and books (from live taped talkes) ruut be
considered excentional. The mans ability in mysticism, religion
and psychology cannot be denieds \Thether or net onc agrees with
his methods is always open to question. I, for one, hove fond
no evidence of the sort that might support rejeccting hin as a

truley religious man.

Son el

Ted Ae. Nordaqyi/t, Fil.dr.
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