To Whom It “ay Concern;

I am forty-six years old, married, with two sons. My pro-
fession is that of a journalist, Currantly, I am r=cinnal
editor and San Francisco tureau Zhief for Industry "eesk
magazine., I covar the Fields of telecommunications, comput=rs,
s@amiconductors and biotechnology.

Prior to this, I was editor-in-chi=f of Food Manazement
majazine, published by Harcourt crace Jovanovich Inc., in
Mew York City., This magyzazine cdealt with institutional Fnod-
service and won many Jjournalistic awards; amony them the Jossne
H. Neal award for the best business publication of 1975 {the
N=2al award is akin to the Pulizer prize for consumer journal-
ism),I was also co-founder and aditor/publishar of In Mew Yopk,
a consumer magazine, and before that workad in adverticin; Tecr
International Zusinzss MMachines Corp., J. Walter Thoapson ard
8zC&C, three of the country's larguest and most respacted com-
panizs.

I have a Bachz2lor of Arts deyres from ESnwling Zraen State
University, Zowling Green, 0Ohio, where I majorad in Znjlish
and minored in philosophy.

For many years I have practiced maditation and read much
of the material available in this field. It was quite clear to
me when I first read Chagwan Shree Rajneesh's book, Tha Mustard
3eed, that he spoke out of realized experience and not cojitat=d
intellectualizing. dut his books can be enjoyad on many levels,
For example, he is splendid storyteller with a wonderful s2nse
of humor, '

That after speaking and teachinyg for so many years, he should
come to a state of silence is not at all surprizing. In point
of Fact, it is the destination of all who follow a metaphysical
path, It is quite traditiomal and so to hold this against him
is somewhat akin to being angry at a caterpillar fFor becoming
a butterfly.

I am not a follower of his and neither do I intend to be, but
I do value his interpretations of ancient scripturz in terms of
their often originmal insight, vigor and deft handling of s=zeming
paradox -- as well as his sparkling wit,

I do have reservations but none that would impede my asking
that he be given citizenship in this country as an "outstanding
person” or “holy man,"

Sincerely,

\
-—

William Pat PatteTrson

77 Tamalpais Avenue
San Anselmo, CA 94960
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