AFFIDAVIT

I, Swami Prartho Subhan, of Jesus Grove, Rajneeshpuram,

Oregon 97741, being sworn, say:

In 1967, i graduated with a B.A. cum laude from the
University of Maryland, College Park, Maryland. In 1971, I
graduated with a J.D., cum laude, from the University of Maryland
Law School, Baltimore, Maryland, and was a member of the Maryland
Law Review. While at the law school, I became a panel member of
the télvision series "Constitutional Question," and did numerous
televisicn shows on WMPB-TV, discussing issues of constitutional

significance in Maryland.

I have been in private practice in Maryland and Oregon
from 1972 to the present. 1In 1972, I became an assistant public
defender in Baltimore, Maryland, a position which I held until '
1979.

In 1976, I taught the course "Estate and Gift Taxation™
for the University of Maryland Adult Education Center. 1In 1977,
I taught the course "Criminal Justice" for the Catonsville
Community College, Catonsville, Maryland. In April 1982, I moved
to Oregon, and in April 1983 I became a member of the Oregon Bar.

I first came in contact with the works of Bhagwan Shree
Rajneesh in January of 1979, when I purchased three of His books
upon the recommendation of a Baltimore bookstore owner. Having
reached a level of some success in my life, I strongly felt that
there was something more than what I had attained; that life
held more satisfaction and fulfillment than I was experiencing.

I felt that intellectually man had taken great steps forward.
As an example, in the area of criminal law, sophisticated detection
devices for criminal behavior had been discovered. Extensive use

of computers gave law enforcement agencies relevant information
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that previously would never have been at their disposal. And
yet, the crime rate continued to rise. My experience in the
court system was that it was failing. Most of my clients were
the walking manifestation of social, political and economic '
alienation. It became clear to me that all of our advancements
failed to resolve most of the personal tragedies that permeate

the legal system.

After reading Bhagwan's works, I was deeply moved and
touched by his genius and clarity. He spoke of the synthesis of
the East and the West, science and spirituality, of intellect and
intelligence. He talked of pervasive attitudes and prejudices
that ensured the failure of most of our social institutions,
and that the answer to many of the legal quandaries that society
faced could be résolved by each individual effectively looking
within for the problem, rather than without, at others. He
recommended meditation as the starting place and introduced
several meditation techniques in his books, which I began using.

Shortly thereafter, I visited a Rajneesh meditation center
in Washington, D.C., where I heard numerous tapes of Bhagwan's
discourses, recorded in India. I was impressed with the calibre
of the people associated with the center, and with the way in
which their center was being operated. At this time, I began
integrating the teachings of Bhagwan into my legal practice, as
well as my private life. I was amazed at the success and satis-
faction I began to experience in my contact with my clients
and with the entire legal system. The system had not changed,
but my notions of "winning" and "success" had been deeply affected.
I was able to reflect for my clients their own unsuccessful ways
of dealing with their lives, with the legaf system, and with the

social institutions surrounding them.

Bhagwan had talked at great length of the inter-relationship
of the law used by a society and its ability to love. For so long



the use of the word "love" seemed so out of place for me in
conjunction with my work. Love, I thought, was what you shared
only with your family. Bhagwan turned that notion around for

me.

He observed that the more laws a country enacted, the
less love there was between its citizens. The corollary was
obvious: the more love and caring that exists, the less laws.
It is small wonder why at this time of increased tension and
anxiety, where there is so little care and concern for others
and ourselves, that the entire legal system is straining from
remarkably increased litigation and passage of laws and regula-

tions.

In September 1979, I visited the Shree Rajneesh Ashram ,
in Poona, India, and stayed in India for three months. Repeatedly,
I was greatly impressed and moved by the vision and understanding
of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh. Everyone that I have known who has
taken the time to read or listen to Bhagwan, has been deeply
impressed with His remarkable, exceptional ability. The volume
of His work alone is mind-boggling. This work is - to a title -
of exceptional and rare quality, and makes Bhagwan someone who

should be welcomed in any country where genius is cherished.

America's tradition of op;hing its proverbial arms to
a wide variety of éhose outside of its borders is a substantial
part of what makes this country great. This open attitude is
a reflection of the heart of the American people. We accept
differences with grace and afford even the most common of men

the place to achieve quiet dignity.

It is, therefore, in the best interests of this country
not only to continue its tradition, but to acknowledge the



exceptional nature of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh and accord Him

the welcome He so certainly deserves.

Sorava & m SedBn_

Swami Prartho Subhan
Attorney at Law
OSB #83086

Subscribed and sworn to before me this LZCT“‘ day of

\juﬁ , 1983.

Notary Public for Oregon
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