To Whom It May Concern,, ; 7/20/83

I am writing this letter in order that I might qo on record
in support of Bhagwan Shree Rajneesh™s being granted permanent
recsident statuzs in the United States. .

My "CV" 1is attached, but I will briefly summarize the
credentials detailed therein. My undergraduate degree was awarded
from the University of California in Santa Barbara in the field
of Combined Social Sciences with a cumulative GFA of over 3.5. 1
was on the Deans List several times, and won various academic
awards. I did my graduate work at best Georgia College, in
Carrolton Georgia. in the field of Humanistic Fsvchology. This
program was instituted by Abraham Maslow of Hrandeis University,
the founder of the Humanistic School of Peychology, referred to

in psychological literature as the "Third Force." I graduated
with honors with a GFA of 3.9 . Since my graduation in 1978 1
have been working as a psychotherapist, and teaching in

peychology at Essex Community College in Baltimore Md.

The courses that I instruct, and the type of therapy that I
practice allow me to comment with more knowledgability on the
value of Bhagwan Shree Raineesh”s teachings and writings than
many aof my colleagues in other branches of psychology. And I can
unequivocably state that these writings represent some of the
most  profound insights into the function of the human psyche as
any I have encountered in my extencsive study of this subject. EBut
more than this, they are written with a sense of relevance to the
present time.

When I read passages of Bhagwan Rajneesh®s to my students in
class, their interest invariably perks up and the room becomes
absolutely silent but for the sound of my voice. I know of no
other author I can say that about. He writes with such clarity
and simplicity about the most complex of topics.

I was delighted to find that he was coming to the United
States in the hopes that I might one day visit with him, and have
been absolutely horrified, aghamed and embarassed at the manner
in which he hasg been branded the head of an "outlandish cult” by
the press who have had even less personal experience with him
than I have. But I recognized that one of the functions of the
press has been to sensationalize the news, so I wrote it off.

Then, to find administrators of my gountry responding in the
same fashion made it imperative that I write this letter.

Baghwan Shree Rajneesh’s contributions to the fields of
psychology and philosophy are immense. In a time of
increasing overspecialization in every discipline, the simplicity
and basic truths brought to light in his writings are like a
glimmering shaft of light penetrating an ever darkening forest.
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To not allow thie most penetrating intellect the security
and nurturing ouw great country has to offer, while opening the
doors to others would not only be a shame, but a disgrace. His
teachings like so many brilliant theoriste who have come before
him generate the tension of inner thought that is vital to the
growth of the individual and the life of our academic
institutions. We should be delighted he has applidd for resident

status, and hope that he remains.

Szncerely1

/%%A
BENNETT HOFFMAN, M.A.

BP32 CROSS COUNTRY RBLVD.
BALTIMORE MD 21215

o
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BENNETT LEE HOFFHMAN
5932 Cross Country EBlvd.
Baltimore Md 212135

(301) 358-8892

EDUCATION: MA Fsychology West Georgia College 1978.
BA Social-Sciences University of California Santa
Barbara 1976.

PROFESSIONAL: E L HOFFMAN ASSOCIATES ?-78 to present
5932 Cross Country EBElvd ERalto. Md. 21215
Psychotherapy
Group and individual settings.
Rackground in various therapeutic

modalities.

Vocational and marital counseling.

Personnel Consultant to business and industry
Screen resumes, conduct interviews, and
make hiring recommendations.

Frovide training in time management skills,
stress management, organizational skills

ESSEX COMMUNITY COLLEGE : 3-80 to present
Balto. Md. .
Fart—time Instructor in Fsychology.

AQUARIAN AGE EBOCKSTORE 3-68 to 12-80
813 N. Charles St. BEalto. Md. 21201
ODwned and managed bocokstore and affiliated
learning and counseling center.

PREVIOUS EXFERIENCE: ,
Counselor and therapist in private practice
1972 to present.
Counseling and crisis intervention, Univ. of
Calif. Santa Barbara 1974-76.
Asst. Director for Drug Frevention Center
Ojai, Calif. 1972 to 1973,

\‘
MEMEBERSHIP: APGA (Mental Health Counselors Assoc.), Assoc
Transpersonal Psychology, Wholistic Health MNetwork.

RECOGNITION: Various academic awards, scholarships, Jjournal
publications, and colloquium engagements.

PERSONAL : Single. Excellent Health. *

.

REFERENCES: Appropriate professional and personal references
will be provided upon request.

SALARY: Open, depending upon opportunity.



